
Whatever happens, we’ve got learning covered.

Heolddu Cluster Transition Plan 2022-2023

The move from primary to secondary school education is an important life transition that can affect children’s attainment and wellbeing in the 
longer term. Familiarity with the school environment and the involvement of parents and children within their new school community from an 
early stage assist in enabling positive outcomes for young people

Effective systems and interventions delivered during transition periods can have long lasting positive effects and support children with, what 
can be, quite a challenging move to secondary education.

The Transition Plan for Heolddu Comprehensive and its feeder primaries, drawn up in consultation with all the governing bodies within this 
cluster, ensures that every partner school understands the common goals for Y6-Y7 transition and the system of implementation.  Schools in 
Heolddu cluster are:

·         Heolddu Comprehensive;

·         Aberbargoed Primary;

·         Deri Primary;

·         Gilfach Fargoed Primary;

·         Park Primary;

·         St Gwladys  Bargoed Primary.

 

The first cohort to which this plan applies will be that involving learners who start in Year 6 in September 2022.      

Pupil Progression During Transition

In depth discussions take place during late spring/ early summer term between class teachers of Year 6 pupils and a member of Heolddu SLT, 
often the ALNCo and Assistant Headteacher. This enables the sharing of relevant information regarding each child’s progress, attainment and 
individual pastoral issues. Furthermore, detailed information is passed from primaries to Heolddu Comprehensive relating to children’s 
standardised and teacher assessment results. These include recent CATs responses, as well as personalised assessment scores.  Each 
pupil’s school records are transferred either through a physical file or electronically before the end of summer term.  

Learning Needs and Wellbeing

Enhanced transition sessions are provided for those children who are likely to find the move to secondary more challenging than most of their 
peers. These include additional visits to Heolddu and sessions with a teaching assistant from the secondary at the primary school site. This 
assists with confidence building and children’s familiarity with secondary staff.  In addition to the detailed discussions between class teachers 
of Y6 pupils and a member of Heolddu SLT, additional meetings take place to share and handover safeguarding information.  The wellbeing of 
pupils is monitored during transition visits and well-supported during the transition week.

Reviewing and Monitoring

The success and impact of transition plans are discussed during termly headteacher meetings. There is also a thorough review and planning 
for transition events which takes place in the summer term headteacher discussions. Stakeholder voice is gathered once the new Y7 cohort 
has started in Heolddu and this is used to inform future transition planning.

Where Y6 pupils do not attend Heolddu comprehensive, liaison between the relevant secondary and primary occurs once the admission is 
accepted. Transition visits are supported by information sharing with parents, and the similar exchange of pastoral and academic information 
occurs.   
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STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK

Parents (Year 6/7) (63)

• Most parents strongly agree/agree virtual parents' evening was helpful before my child attended 
transition week

• Nearly all parents strongly agree/agree their child enjoyed attending Heolddu for transition week
• Nearly all parents strongly agree/agree transition week was useful in alleviating worries before 

September
• Nearly all parents strongly agree/agree their child is now looking forward to joining the school in 

September
• Nearly all parents strongly agree/agree their child enjoyed the lessons throughout the week
• Most parents strongly agree/agree they know who to contact at Heolddu if I have any concerns

“This has been a fantastic week for Lloyd to get to see the school, meet his friends and teachers before 
September. Everyone I’ve spoken to who’s children are in other schools have said what an amazing thing it 
is you’ve done by allowing our children to do this. Thank you! Enjoy your well deserved 6 week break and 
Lloyd will look forward to seeing you again in September! Diolch.”

“This week has been amazing, my daughter is so happy with her transition. She’s not nervous at all now 
ready for September, she made some lovely new friends and feels like she knows the school and her way 
around now. I think this week is fab for the kids confident and I have seen such a pleasant change in my 
daughter throughout the week. Thank you so much.”

“My son had a great week and I feel that everything was done brilliantly, even with the current covid 
restrictions.”

Pupils - Year 7 (66)

• Many pupils  feel transition week helped me overcome any worries before joining Year 7 in September
• Most enjoyed Y6 transition week at Heolddu
• Many are looking forward to returning in September
• Most are happy with the learning they did in transition week
• Majority know who to speak to at Heolddu if I have any worries
• Majority know where I need to go and what I need to do on the first day in September

“it was good that they gave us this week because you can make friends and meet your teachers I found this 
very helpful”

“It was extremely fun”

“the food is amazing and good work”


