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Starting Nursery 

Some Frequently Asked Questions… But You May Have More  
 

1. When can my child my start? 
Usually in the term after their third birthday. You will need to apply for Nursery 
and Reception. There is no guarantee of a place.  

 
2. How long is a Nursery session? 

On the first day, we encourage children to stay for the full session (9.00am -
12.00pm) if they are feeling comfortable and happy in their surroundings. 
Attending pre-nursery visits/’Stay and Play’ sessions will help with transition, and 
usually most children stay happily. We will contact parents if there are any 
issues.  
Occasionally we may ask you to increase the child’s times more gradually over a 
few weeks, but this is very rare. Children can attend Free Breakfast Club from 
8.15am – 8.40am once they are settled. Children may also have lunch in school 
and this is from 12.00pm -12.45pm. We advise you have a packed lunch. School 
meals are available but they are more expensive for Nursery pupils and may not 
be a good investment. Children should be brought to the class door (on the 
Foundation Phase yard), and collected from the main school entrance at the end 
of the session. If late, or collecting children early, please come to the main 
entrance. 

 
3. Why is Nursery only part time? 

Nursery is not compulsory and so the Government only pays for a half time 
place. Schools usually offer a session of 2 or 2½ hours. Some offer full time 
provision with wrap around care etc. This may involve additional payments by 
parents, Nursery being staffed in other ways or schools may simply be able to 
afford to make up the shortfall funding. Unfortunately, we can’t afford to do that. 

 
 

4. Can Nursery children have Free School Meals? 
No they can’t as they are not entitled to full time education. So you may have an 
older child having free meals but your nursery child will need to pay. However we 
may ask you to complete a Free School Meal application ready for Reception 
class. 
 

5. Are there any reasons why my child can’t start Nursery? 
Yes. Children MUST be toilet trained and we are not allowed to admit them if 
they aren’t. Children will have “accidents” and that is fine. Spare underwear is 
always helpful! If we feel a child is not toilet trained we will refuse admission 



Ysgol Gynradd Aberbargoed Primary School 
“Everyone Matters” – “ Mae Pawb Yn Bwysig” 

 

  

  

until they are. There are exceptions but these are usually children who have 
additional needs and we know about them already. 

 
6. Is there a school uniform? 

Yes. Let the children wear it but make sure there are names written or sewn into 
the clothing. Please ensure that children are dressed in clothes that they can 
manage as independently as possible (for example, jogging bottoms are easier to 
manage than ‘traditional’ school trousers with a zip/button, Velcro shoes etc.,). 

 
7. How do you support the children? 

We will give them a great learning environment, staff and a happy school. We 
ensure that children are welcomed into a homely classroom, building strong 
relationships with both families and children alike. We actively support their 
learning; for example, we give the children book bags, water bottles, access to 
IT equipment.  

 
8. What can parents do to support their learning? 

Staring Nursery is an important milestone in child young life, and you can do lots 
at home to help support transition. Please see ‘The Foundation Phase Handbook’ 
for further ideas and support. 

 
9. Is there anything else parents can do? 

Yes take an interest in their learning. Have ambitions for them. Expect them to 
do well in school and to achieve something. Support them if they are struggling 
because some children WILL find some learning more difficult others, so try not 
to be competitive and race through reading books etc., or compare children. We 
want the best for your child, and will actively support them to become ambitious, 
capable learners. 

 
10. What if I am concerned or worried? 

You must talk to staff and raise the concerns. It may seem small to you but if it’s 
upsetting your child then it will be affecting learning. You can also phone and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible and certainly within five working days. 
 

 
Staff Names: Class teacher - Mrs Phillips, Support Staff - Mrs Hall-Moore and Miss 
Meek 
Office staff: Mrs Jenkins, Mrs Attwood 
Headteacher: Mr Lewis    
Deputy Headteacher: Miss Everson 


